Name/Hour ________________________

Social Studies

Study Guide

The test will be on (day/date): _________________________________
Chapter 3 Mexico

Section 1
Chapter Atlas p. 210-217

Section 2
History p. 222-227

Section 3  
Mexico today p. 230-237

How to prepare:

Study a little bit each night before the test; do NOT try to cram all your studying in the night before.

You should know the vocabulary words and their definitions.

Chapter review p. 238

Use the online textbook https://www.successnetplus.com/
Review all of your homework assignments for this chapter.  Study the questions at the end of each section.

The test will be:

20 multiple choice (5 with a primary source)
5 matching
1 mapping skill

Geography: 221 (you may see a map with this!)
Major landforms in Mexico: (This whole region can be impacted by earthquakes)
Mexican Plateau – large area where most of the population lives and farms, has soft soil which can result in sinking

Baja Peninsula – arid region, can support some agriculture

Sierra Madre Oriental and Occidental – Rich in minerals, has volcanoes

Yucatan Peninsula – Limestone shell which leads to the formation of sinkholes, mainly rainforest
Pacific and Gulf Lowlands – low lying areas, can be impacted by hurricanes 

What sort of impact do they have on Mexico? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
What are sinkholes?  How do they form? 

Depressions, or sunken areas caused by the roofs of underground caves collapsing (usually when water is drained out, or a lot of weight is put on top)

Describe the climate patterns of Mexico

Northern Mexico – Arid, most people don’t live here
Central Mexico – Humid Subtropical, moderate temperatures (warmer than MI)

Southern Mexico – Tropical Wet and Tropical Wet and Dry (rainforests)

*Altitude – As elevation increases, temperature decreases
What resources (natural, energy, etc.)  are found in Mexico?  What positive and negative impacts do they have on Mexico?

Oil – + Most important natural resource for industry and helps their economy
· Causes pollution, especially when drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, nonrenewable

Silver - +Biggest producer of silver in the world

· Impacts the environment when mining for resources, nonrenewable
Natural Gas - +Important energy resource

· Can causes pollution (though it is cleaner), nonrenewable
Hydroelectric Power - + Creates clean energy

· Impacts the environment and the wildlife (ecosystem)
Describe the impact of cities on Mexico:

Cities create a tremendous amount of pollution and also strain the resources in the environment.  Very overpopulated
What environmental issues does Mexico face?
Air pollution from industry and vehicle emissions (acid rain, smog, etc.)
Mexico Today
How is Mexico divided up? Mexico has 31 states and a federal district
Describe the structure of Mexico’s Government: Mexico is a federal republic with three branches: the executive branch (led by a president), the judicial branch (interprets the laws) and a legislative branch (creates laws)
What is the PRI? The institutional Revolutionary Party that had power in Mexico from 1929 to 2000.  This group kept elections closed and didn’t produce much change as each leader would pick their own successor.  This group led to an overall frustration in the Mexican government.
What is the PAN? The National Action Party that gained power in 2000.  This group held power for 12 years as president and has gained many seats in the congress and state governments
What cultural influences do you see in Mexico? Mexico is heavily influenced by the Native American and the Spanish cultures.  Most people identify themselves as Mestizo and most follow the Roman Catholic religion and speak Spanish and some other traditional languages.  
What type of economy does Mexico have?  What does it mean to have this type of economy? Mexico has a free-market economy which means that consumers and producers are able to make decisions about what should be produced, how much of something should be produced, and what the cost will be
What is life like for the workers of Mexico? Most people in Mexico work in the service industry, though some work as factory workers.  Workers that don’t make enough money to support their families often work in foreign countries and send their earnings back home to Mexico in a payment called remittances.  
What is NAFTA?  How does it impact Mexico? NAFTA – North American Free Trade Agreement.  This agreement was signed by Mexico, Canada, and the United States and created a free trade zone between the three countries.  This has helped to grow Mexico’s economy and created more jobs and higher wages.
What is a positive impact of trade in Mexico? Trade has helped the Mexican economy to grow and has created more jobs.
What is a negative impact of trade in Mexico? Mexicans worry that their higher standard of living will take away jobs that were previously theirs and move them to other developing nations with lower wages.  Mexico is also very tied to the US economy so when the US is hurting economically it also impacts Mexico.
